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From Government— Society Relations to Party — Society Relations:
Contextual Change and Theoretical Turn of Social Work

Involving in Community Governance
Xu Xuanguo Huang Jinglian

Abstract; In the practice of government purchasing of social work services, how to effectively
integrate professional social work into community governance has become the core topic of this ar-
ticle. Taking the project operation practice of M Community Center in Shenzhen as an example,
the article makes a deep description of the interactive relationship and the logic of their actions be-
tween the professional social work and the regional power subjects ;: under the project logic of the
community service center, the two sides showed the relationship between the embedding of
(weak) social work forces and the reverse embedding of (strong) regional power subjects, leading
to the failure of professional social work embedding practice. Under the party—led project logic,
the community governance structure has been restructured and optimized, thereby professional
social work can actively integrate grassroots party and government resources and focus on life
practices, which promotes the growth of professional social workers” autonomy, and forms an ef-
fective Embedding practice. The key mechanism that contributed to this transition is: as the core
mechanism of grassroots social governance, the party’s leadership integrates multiple subjects in-
to the common concerns of community governance.

Keywords: Social Work; Community Governance; Government— Society Relations; Effective

Embeddedness; Party— Society Relations
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