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The Internal Logic of the Development of Community Foundations in China
—Based on the Theory of “Differential Pattern”

HUANG Gang, XU Fan
(School of Politics and Public Administration , Soochow University , Suzhou 215123, China)

Abstract: As an innovative way of social governance, community foundations play an important role in realizing community
governance , mobilizing social capital and mobilizing public participation. Community foundation is a new thing. After its entry
into China, it faces many difficulties, such as legalization of organization, Sinicization of concept and localization of operation.
What is the process from the introduction of community foundations into China to its localization? Based on the theory of
"differential pattern", this paper analyses this process and finds that: in order to realize the localization of community
foundations in China, it is necessary to overcome the differences between "group pattern" in western society and "differential
pattern" in Chinese society; in the process of localization, community foundations first enter the "order pattern" in Chinese
society and experience the reconstruction of connotation and the integration of culture ; Following the "different" mechanism
of traditional culture, the sustainable development of charitable resources can be achieved by uniting social forces , mobilizing
community resources and building social support networks.
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